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MOTIVATION AND EVS EXPERIENCE

For The North Bohemian Research Library the European Volunteer Service means a challenge to think about its routine processes. We believe that volunteers can bring the library new possibilities, mainly in the field of public services. Our daily routine can be viewed in a new and a non-stereotype way, which can in its consequences lead to a better library profile and improve openess to the public. We hope that volunteers can broad our positive views on people from foreign countries and contribute to intercultural exchange.

Apart from the European Volunteer Service, which is a new experience for us, we are going through with the project of Czech volunteers this year and cooperate with the Volunteer Centre in Usti nad Labem.

DESCRIPTION OF THE ORGANISATION

The North Bohemian Research Library in Usti nad Labem is a public library with its activities covering the whole Ustecky Region. It fulfills the role of a regional as well as a municipal library. Its founder is the public body of the Ustecky Region. The main goal of the institution is to enable its users access to information. In this regard the library provides related services consisting mainly of loans accompanied by other expert processes like for example acquisition, cataloguing and documents preservation. Apart from that there are important educational and cultural tasks and in this field many activities and projects are organized. One of the library roles is to support local libraries on methodological basis.

The library consists of two main buildings situated in the centre, seven branches spread round the city and a special audio library accessible only for users with seeing problems. Among important library service departments belong Resource Lending Room, General Readers Lending Room, Periodical Study Room, Children‘s Library, Musical and Media Department, The English Literature Department and various study rooms, for example Regional Study Room.

Library users are provided with non-fiction, fiction, periodicals, films, and music. There are two main ways of loans: present and absent. In cooperation with other Czech and foreign institutions we are even able to gain documents which are not included in our collections. This special service is called interlibrary loan service. With regard to the latest technical developments the library faces many new challenges. A project of digitalization has been realized and we have started e-readers loans. In the library there is also public internet access and a few pre-paid information databases are available.

Other public activities include various presentations. Their favourite topic is mostly travelling but

various regional issues are also popular. PC and internet courses for seniors are given and many

exhibitions are organized. Also the Children’s Department focusing on children and the youth plays

a very active role in our library. Especially close co-operation with schools is to be highlighted.

PROJECT ENVIRONMENT

About the city

Usti nad Labem with its population of almost 100 000 inhibitants belongs among imortant Czech

regional cities. It is located in the northern part of Bohemia at the river Labe, near Germany and in a distance of about 80 km from Prague - the capital of the Czech Republic. There is a seat

of the University of Jan Evangelista Purkyne here. Although Usti nad Labem is most of all an industrial city, it is surrounded by a beautiful natural scenery of Ceske Stredohori and is not far from the National Park of Ceske Svycarsko and Krusne Hory. It has an extended infrastructure and offers many opportunities to culture and sport activities - there are two theatres, cinemas, music clubs, museum, gallery, fitness centres, swimming pools, fottball and ice-hockey stadiums. Cycle paths line the bank of the river Labe. There are more information available from the website http://www.usti-nadlabem.cz/en/.

Accomodation

Volunteers can use accomodation provided by YMCA right in the centre of Usti nad Labem. It is

in the former Dominican monastery, where single rooms for students and other Usti volunteers are

available. Kitchen, bathroom and toilets are shared. Another possibility is a hall of residence run by the Usti university accessible by city public transport. There are rooms for one, two or three people with internet access, bathroom, toilet, fridge and small cooker. Utensils and an electric kettle aren't a part of the equipment. 

More can be found from http://skm.ujep.cz/index.phpid=accommodation/accommodation_services.

Food

Volunteers can choose lunch from daily offers of companies that supply the library. In other cases there is a good number of restaurants near the institution. Breaks for lunch usually last 30 minutes. Breakfast and dinner will be directed to volunteers themselves.

Library

Unfortunately the whole library is not situated in one building. We have two main buildings in the centre of Usti nad Labem and seven branch libraries round the city. Volunteers will work mostly in main buildings. If needed there will always be someone who will accompany volunteers to the location or the library department where their activities will take place. Volunteers will also have their own workplace where to put their personal things and to prepare their presentations.

In the first place there will be a project co-ordinator who will communicate with volunteers about their activities and will discuss their needs and other issues. There will be regular meetings between

volunteer and project co-ordinator. In every department there will also be someone who will be able to communicate with volunteers in English. Some librarians can speak German too.

The North Bohemian Research Library isn't the only institution in Usti nad Labem where EVS

volunteers are. Other volunteers are for example in YMCA or the Volunteer Centre.

For more useful information a special web page http://www.svkul.cz/knihovna/evs/ has been created.

PROPOSED ACTIVITIES FOR EVS VOLUNTEERS:

There are two lines of activities in which volunteers can participate. Every line has its main activity as well as additional activities. Additional activities can be combined from both lines.

The first line focuses on children and teenagers and is connected mostly with the Children's Library.

The main activity will be to lead regular meetings or workshops presenting volunteers’ home country, e.g. photos, music, food, literature etc. Every meeting should focus on some special topic.

An additional activity can be a readers‘ club focusing on certain literary genre, e.g. fantasy literature. Volunteers could also participate in activities for children and their parents, they can help to prepare a website for the Children’s Library or can prepare a series of lessons for children and teenagers about topics they are interested in.

The main part of the second line will also be to present culture of volunteers’ home country, but will

focus on the public. It should be a series of presentations or talks. In our library there is a tradition of presentations about travelling, so volunteers can present their culture and home country through interesting places. They can also prepare an exhibition about their home country or literature. An additional activity can be a readers’ club in the English Literature Department. There could be a group of people with regular meetings who will read books in English and talk about them. Another possibility is to take part in the library informative lessons for secondary school students. The lessons could be focused on internet databases, internet browsing or on literature quotations. Volunteers can also cooperate with Czech volunteers on publicity of the library or can join common library activities, e.g. lending books and helping users to find required documents.

We give volunteers an opportunity to show their creativity, to improve their presentation and

communication skills as well as computer and information literacy. We offer an opportunity to work in a team and to learn how websites are created. At last but not least volunteers will have an opportunity to learn more about library environment and activities. From volunteers we expect a feedback or some impulses to our new activities or tips how to improve our daily routine.

Volunteers will also attend Czech language classes if interested. Courses will be provided either by some of the local language schools in Usti nad Labem or by the Advice Bureau for the Integration.

Example of volunteers‘ weekly workplan:

1) main activity - 40%

2) additional activities - 35%

3) Czech language classes, meetings with project co-ordinator - 25%

It is possible that the above mentioned percentages will change during the EVS. It will depend on volunteers‘ specialization and on additional activities.

Working hours will depend on volunteers‘ activities and can be changeable.

We expect volunteers will be communicative, responsible, open to new experiences and willing

to learn. They should be self-dependent and with a positive relations to children and the youths. A good approach to books and literature in general will be welcome.

Volunteers should be at least 18 years old.

