Youth in Action
Action Youth for Europe
Youth Democracy Project 

To encourage young people active participation in civil society and their engagement in the national democratic processes, we intend to implement non-formal education project „ youth + media + democracy" (The role of media in democracy: helping students understand media's influence). 

The project is directed towards providing support to young people how to better integrate into civil society, where to find information, how to use it, giving reference points in the democratic process.
An important direction of the project is a qualitative and critical use of media (media literacy) - navigate the media context, to understand their functions, tasks, be able to distinguish facts from interpretations, recognize the ad and its influence, to filter information, and which is very important – learn how to affect the media content, etc. – so to be intelligent media user. To develop critical thinking skills are necessary to gain a specific knowledge and training. 

Inability to use the media, to obtain information and analyze it, and to understand the democratic process creates apathy and unwillingness to engage, to take responsibility. Elections as one of the democracy implemitation instruments show the degree of citizen involvement.  The cause of passivity is often confusion about what and why it is voted on. This project is significant for each country where the young people have to learn how to involve themselves in civil society and democratic processes.
Project objectives: 

· Long-term: to promote media competence for young people, creating awareness of democratic processes and strengthening their motivation to participate in them. 

· Short-term: to increase the activity of youth in democratic processes, specifically in European and local bodies elections.
Project target group: 

· Young people (from Youth in Action countries) at the age of 16 - 22 years, which for the first time participate in the European and local bodies elections 

· Secondary - teachers, parents, other young people
Project implementation time: 

10 months: 2010 March - 2010 December 
Activities: 

· Introductory lecture on the Project and key issues of democracy for young people (organizes each Partner in their country, lecture is based on commonly prepared program, using non-formal education methods) (5-10 young  people ) 
· Each partner prepares homework - youth presentations on the topic about the national characteristic of democracy issues in the public space, the media situation and the system in the country, pre-election campaigns ect. (partners receive tasks (for example): 

* to explore what processes are going on in the country during the active election period; 

* explore how the media can be used to enable citizens to actively participate in elections; 

* meet and interview representatives of the elected government in each of the levels - Municipality, national parliament, the parliament of the EU; 

* develop attractive presentation on the findings of research results.
· Youth educational camp in Latvia (lectures, seminars, and training; experts will be involved, and non-formal educational methods will be used; attractive knowledge test, with the competition and the game elements). Participates 30 young people from partner countries (each partner involves 5-6 young people). 

· Training material (in Latvian, English…) on fundamental issues of democracy and the themes of the educational camp. Material will be suitable for senior classes for young people and educators, as well as for every young person. Material will be illustrated with example from youth presentations from each partner country.

· Dissemination of training material for educational institutions. 

Project partners: 

„Media Gids”(LV) Association "Media Guide"  – LEADING PARTNER
Association brings together enthusiastic communication specialists who work everyday in scope of media and media education. Knowledge of the members, experience and professional expertise are essential resource of Association. 

Long-term goal of Association is to promote civil society development and integration, creating and implementing educational, social and environmental projects. 

Specific goal of Association is establishment of "Media school” which is educational project to promote knowing and creative media consumer society (media competence, media literacy, media skills). But the Association’s ambition is - to include media training in schools program in Latvian

„brīvprātīgais.lv” (LV) – Society "volunteer.lv"  - PARTNER
Organization unites activists with experience in social and voluntary work and who have strong passion for human rights and social equality. Organization elaborates and together with its volunteers carries out different voluntary work projects in social sphere.

Organization was created to promote social participation in solving acute social as well as other problems in Latvia. There are several aims the organization strives for:
1. Advancement of voluntary work;
2. Integration, enhancement of social skills and education of socially excluded groups;
3. Promotion of intercultural cooperation
The organization has experience with various European Union funds and other projects, as well as international cooperation projects. 

The planned budget of Project is about 60 000 EUR, The leading partner is taking responsibility to cover all the necessary co-financing. The detailed expenses will be agreed before signing the contract about cooperation and Project implementation.
Contact person: Ms. Marta Romanova, telephone / fax number 00371 67600666, mobile phone 00371 26475178, e-mail: marta@mediagids.lv .
PAGE  
2

