VOLUNTEERING IN THE LIBRARY

September 2015 – June/July 2016

Severoceska vedecka knihovna v Usti nad Labem/ The North Bohemian Research Library

Czech Republic

PIC: 946552967
Number of voluteers: 1-2
Our project is primarily focused on culture and creativity. We want to give volunteers an opportunity to show their creativity through different types of activities, to improve their presentation and communication skills as well as computer and information literacy. We offer an opportunity to work in a team or independently. At last but not least volunteers will have an opportunity to learn more about library environment and activities. We hope volunteers give us valuable feedback and help us to widen the network of people who are actively interested in services and other issues connected with the library.

There are two main lines of activities in which volunteers can take part. Both of them will be combined with various additional activities or can be combined together. Both of them include help with common librarian activities (describe below) and English Club (describe below).
The first line focuses on children and cooperation with Children's Library. Volunteers will help with common librarian activities and with activities for the public. Our Children's Library is very active in a field of cooperation with kindergartens and primary schools and also makes a lot of activities for children and families. Volunteers can take part in some of them or together with colleagues from Children's Library prepare their own – e. g. presentation together with workshop about their home countries, afternoon reading, club for children connected with practice foreign language etc.
The second line focuses on presentations for the public. We expect volunteers will made series of presentations or talks about their home countries. They can present culture topics, speak about interesting touristic destinations, about their region, food etc.
Proposed activities – describe in more details:

1) English Club
The club was established in our first EVS project and still going on. It is about regular non-formal meetings of people of various ages who like to speak English and like to get to know new people. EVS Volunteers together with Czech volunteers will be responsible for coordinating meetings of the club, preparation of the topics for conversation or some games. We want to support an awareness of culture varieties and understanding among people of various ages. 
Volunteers will develop primarily communication in English, social abilities and culture awareness.
2) Common librarian activities

Common librarian activities are daily routine when you work in a library. They include e. g. lending and returning books, contact with readers (help them search the catalogue or find a certain book on shelves) help with putting books back to shelves, help in the stock, help with new documents that come to the library. Library has different departments and each of them has some specification, so the work can be variable. Activities for a public (workshops, happenings, public reading, playing table games etc.) are also part of librarian activities as well as publicity of the library (facebook, blog, website, leaflets etc.).

Volunteers will have an opportunity to develop the communication in foreign languages, their social abilities, digital competences (library catalogue and system, computer’s program and internet social media) and culture awareness. They can also improve his/her creativity (activities for public, publicity of the library).

3) Children's Library
Special part of help with common librarian activities is connected with Children’s Library. Librarians who work there are very active and make a lot of activities for children and families (information lectures for kindergartens and primary schools, reading of fathers linked with workshops, Day of Children’s books, Week of reading etc.). Volunteers can take part in them or after discussion with librarians from Children’s Library prepare their own activity – e.g. e. g. presentation together with workshop about their home countries, afternoon reading, club for children connected with practice foreign language.
Volunteers can develop primarily their communication skills, social abilities and creativity.
4) Make an exhibition
We can offer an opportunity of making an exhibition. We prefer topics that connected with culture (literature, travelling and photos, art etc.), but we are open also to the topics from other areas.

Volunteers will develop the digital competences and entrepreneurial spirit and will improve their creativity.

5) Presentation about volunteer's home country
Because Library is also about activities for public, we offer an opportunity of making series of presentation of home countries of volunteers. Each presentation should have different topic connected e. g. with the region, culture monuments and traveling, food, music, art, literature.

Volunteers will develop their communication skills, culture awareness and social abilities. During preparation of presentation they will also improve digital competences and information literacy.

Presentations can be in English, the translation will be ensured by project coordinator.
6) Social media and PR of the library
Our library has website, facebook and twitter profile and runs own blog. If the volunteer is interested in social medial, we can offer a possibility to participate in these too. 
7) Czech language lessons
We also offer Czech language lessons for volunteers. We cooperate with a teacher who comes to the library to teach volunteer Czech language. Lessons should be once or twice a week.

Volunteer will develop communication in foreign language.

Example of volunteer's weekly work plan:

1) Common librarian activities + English Club – 35%

2) Additional activities – 40%

3) Czech language lessons, meetings with project coordinator - 25%

It is possible that the above mentioned percentages will change during the EVS. It will depend on volunteer's specialization and on additional activities. Working hours will depend on volunteer's activities and can be changeable by mutual agreement.
PROJECT BACKGROUND
We created a special web site to provide volunteers with useful information – http://www.svkul.cz/o-knihovne/projekty/european-voluntary-service-evs/
About the Czech Republic

The Czech Republic is belongs to small European states. The capital city is Prague. It is the biggest city in The Czech Republic (it has more then one million inhabitants) and there is the residence of our president. It has a beautiful historical centre with many monuments and sights.

Currency of The Czech Republic is Czech crown (CZK, Kc). Some shops in big cities also accept Euros, but it is not usual.

We have 4 seasons in the year so it is necessary to count with various weather during your project. In Autumn it is cold and damp, we have snow and freezes (about -10°C, sometimes collier) in Winter, in Spring the snow melts and thaws, Summer is not so hot as for example in Spain or southern Italy or Egypt (average temperature in The Czech Republic is about 25°C). 

More information you can find on Hello Czech Republic (http://www.czech.cz/) or on the website connected with special maps (http://www.use-it.cz/?lang=en) - the maps include tips for travelers.

About the city

Usti nad Labem with its population of almost 100 000 inhabitants belongs among important Czech regional cities. It is located in the northern part of Bohemia at the river Labe (Elbe), near the border with Germany and in a distance of about 80 km from Prague - the capital of the Czech Republic. There are two railway stations and some bus stops for to go to other cities. 

Usti nad Labem is an industrial city, so people with some kind of allergies can have healthy problems, because the air is not so clear like in the mountains. According personal experience we can say that if you have light allergies and take pills, it is OK. In case you have strong allergy connected with air pollution or dust, you should consider your participation in the project or take with you some other medicaments that can help you to manage health problems if they appear. In this case is also good to inform project coordinator and people you will work with about your allergies and how can they help you in case you will need it.

In the city live many Romany (gypsies).  There are also some exclude localities (you may have heard of Maticni Street). To these localities belong Predlice, Trmice, Mojzir and Krasne Brezno. Sometimes it is different if you are at the beginning of the quarter or "deeper". It is not safe to go throw these quarters at night alone. 

In spite of the fact the city is industrial, it is surrounded by beautiful natural scenery of Ceske Stredohori and is not far from the National Park of Ceske Svycarsko and Krusne Hory. It has an extended infrastructure and offers opportunities to culture and sport activities - there are two theatres, cinema, some music clubs, museum, gallery, fitness centers, swimming pools, football and ice-hockey stadiums. Cycle paths line the bank of the river Labe. 

There is more information available from the website http://www.usti-nl.cz/en/.

The North Bohemian research Library is not the only institution in Usti nad Labem that cooperates with EVS volunteers. There are also some other organizations - e.g. YMCA in Usti nad Labem, Voluntary Centre, People in need. There is also a seat of the University of Jan Evangelista Purkyne where foreign students study.

Library

The whole library is not situated in one building. There are two main buildings in the centre of Usti nad Labem and six branch libraries round the city. Volunteer will work mostly in main buildings. If needed there will always be someone who will accompany him/her to the location or the library department where his/her activities will take place. Volunteer will also has his/her own workplace where to put his/her personal things and own computer with internet access.

In the first place there is a project coordinator who communicates with volunteer about the activities and discusses his/her needs and other issues. We have good experience with regular meetings between volunteer and project coordinator. In most of departments there is also someone who can communicate with volunteers in English. Some of the librarians can speak German or Russian too.

