Patchwork theatre
The idea of the youth exchange project is that young people from different European countries create a common theatre play. The play would be based upon stereotypes and cultural differences and will take place in Balikesir, Turkey, specifically in the theatre hall of the city. The project team will be composed of 30 youngsters from six countries between the age of 18-25, including the hosting country and group leaders.

The planned date of the activity is between 20 September 2010 and 30 September 2010 (excluding travelling days).

The target audience of the play will be primary school children. This project aims to offer a clearer insight into different cultures, ways of life and common misperceptions.  As result of this, communication obstacles and common stereotypes shall be avoided in the future. It also tries to promote art and culture as succesful ways of informal learning. 
The method to achieve these goals will be a theatre performance based on different stories (fables or short stories) with the content to be both pedagogical and enjoyable for the children. These stories shall be the result of the cooperation and working together of the members of the project. The participants will be provided with the basic ideas and main guidelines for the script, but they are expected to contribute with their own ideas and personal experiences. The choice and design of scene and costumes will be also done by the participants of the youth exchange programme. As mentioned above, the participants will be encouraged to take an active part in the decisions of theatre play, they are also encouraged to bring their own instruments, traditional costumes and anything they consider might be of use for the performance. 

As the hosting city has a lack of investment and the local people have a very limited contact with other cultures and nationalities, it is a perfect opportunity to create strong international bonds in Balikesir. At the same time this youth exchange programme provides a better understanding of Turkish culture and daily life for the European participants.

Before the realization of the youth exchange, and Advance planning visit will take place.

The groups consist of 4 participants + 1 group leader.

70% of travel costs, 100% of accommodation, food, local transport, visa will be covered by Turkish National Agency. 30% of the travel costs will be covered by the participants.
Deadline for application: 20 May 2010

If you are interested, please send your Part III. by fax and then the original by post to the fax number and the address below.

Contact:

Ana MERCHAN PONCE: ana_behibak_@hotmail.com

Kata VINCZE: kata.fox@gmail.com
Deputy Director of INOBALUN: Mr. Fahri ÇAKI (cakifahri@yahoo.com)
INOBALUN (International Office at Balikesir University)
Balıkesir Üniversitesi Rektörlüğü 6. Kat Çağış Yerleşkesi

10145 Balıkesir, Turkey.

www.balikesir.edu.tr
uib@balikesiredu.tr
Tel.: +90 536 557 2242

Fax: +90 266 612 1452
